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County Lines – Vereran’s Day, November 11, 2007

Welcome to my periodic newsletter about items of concern to Jefferson County residents.  If you received this by forward, and want to subscribe regularly, please click here.  To Unsubscribe, reply to this email with unsubscribe in the subject line.  In this issue:

Thank a Vet

Thanks to Local Officials

South Jeffco Town Hall – Are we Ready for the 2008 Elections?

Criminal Justice Strategic Planning
C-470 and Alameda

Cliff Effect

Thank a Vet

It’s Veteran’s Day as I write this.  I have recently completed 1776, David McCullough’s book about George Washington and the first full year of the Revolutionary War (which I highly recommend).  1776 is commonly remembered as the year the Declaration of Independence was signed.   Less well remembered are the battle defeats, including the loss of most of New York and New Jersey.  Without the stoicism, leadership, and persistence of Washington and the incredible efforts of a rag-tag group of soldiers that had no uniforms and frequently had no shoes, our country as we know it today might not exist.

Although our soldiers are better equipped today, and the benefits for serving in the armed services are much improved, as a country we still expect much of our soldiers and often provide less than we should in return.  As soldiers come back from Iraq and Afghanistan with significant injuries, we owe them the best medical treatment available, especially for those suffering from head injuries and Post Traumatic Stress Disorder.  Thanks to body armor and incredible advances in orthopedic medicine, physical injuries are a smaller percentage of the overall injuries sustained by our troops.  We owe it to them to provide the same level of care for traumas that don’t leave obvious physical scars.

Thanks for the Public Service

It is easy to criticize public officials for decisions that you disagree with.  What is not commonly known is that most Mayors and City Council members put in long hours, many nights and weekends, taking time from their families and their careers to make their communities better.  For this they receive minimal compensation and endure the challenges of the public spotlight.
Term limits and election results have resulted in several changes in local leadership.  While I congratulate the winners in recent elections, I want to acknowledge the service of several leaders who, although I may have disagreed with them on some issues, I believe served their communities with distinction:

Chuck Baroch – Mayor of Golden since 2001 
Ken Fellman – Mayor of Arvada since 1999

Steve Burkholder – Mayor of Lakewood since 1999 (term limited)
I hope that each of them, after a well-deserved rest, will continue to share their talents through civic involvement on some level.
South Jeffco Town Hall – Are We Ready for the 2008 Elections?

Clerk and Recorder Pam Anderson will be our featured speaker at the November South Jeffco Town Hall, Saturday, November 17th,  from 9-11 am at the Peak Recreation Center, 6612 South Ward Street.  Pam will highlight the many challenges faced in meeting complex and sometimes conflicting state and federal elections regulations.  
Criminal Justice Strategic Planning

Assuring a safe community is a priority for me, and for my fellow Commissioners.  Administratively this can be a significant challenge, as we have a complex criminal justice system, including local police, sheriff deputies, municipal, county, and district judges, probation officers, defense attorneys, district attorneys, community corrections programs and the jail. 
The jail is the only detention facility in Jefferson County, receiving inmates from all our local police jurisdictions as well as the Sheriff’s patrol and the courts.  When the expanded jail opened in 2000, it had an average daily population of 768 total inmates per day.  Today the census regularly exceeds 1300 prisoners, an increase of more than 8% per year.   During the same time, both population and crime have increased by about 2% per year.  (The jail also holds about 100 federal prisoners under contract with the U.S. Marshall’s service, but the county receives payment for these prisoners.)
Jails are expensive, and an 8% annual growth rate is unsustainable.  Jails are also not always the best alternative for all potential inmates, as other alternatives (probation, diversion, community corrections, and treatment) have lower recidivism rates for some offenses.  

The Criminal Justice Strategic Planning Committee attempts to bring together representatives from all the diverse parts of the criminal justice system, as well as mental health and substance abuse treatment professionals.  The Committee’s vision is to create a fair and impartial system that provides the highest quality of justice and that results in a safe community in Jefferson County.   It has three subcommittees:

Mental Health and Substance.
System Performance 
Prevention 
More information about the committee can be found at http://co.jefferson.co.us/cjp/cjp_T95_R15.htm
C-470 and Alameda Update
You may have already noticed some heavy equipment operating East of C-470 near Alameda.  The Colorado Department of Transportation will begin work soon to add a new interchange at C-470 and Alameda, as part of the Rooney Valley Master Plan.  The Jefferson County Open Space Advisory Committee is also evaluating a few privately owned parcels for possible purchase, especially those related to the Dinosaur Museum and those adjacent to Green Mountain Open Space.   There will be temporary closures to the bike trail during the construction.  
Cliff Effect

In Colorado, as in other states, a full-time job at low wages is not enough to make ends meet. Federal and state “work supports” assist low-wage workers and their families with benefits such as earned income tax credits, child care subsidies, health care coverage, and food stamps. These benefits are means-tested, so as earnings increase—particularly as they rise above the official poverty level—families begin to lose eligibility even though they are not yet self-sufficient. The result is that parents can work and earn more without their families moving closer to financial security. The cause of this situation lies in the current structure of work support programs, including rapid “phase-out” rates, which lead to what is known as “cliff effects.”  For example, a single parent with two children earning about $9.50 per hour is actually better off than the same person earning $17.00 per hour – because the first parent is eligible for food stamps, child care assistance, low-income energy assistance, and the child health plan, while the second parent will receive none of these.  
The Cliff Effect, a research report by Columbia University, was recently released by the Women’s Foundation of Colorado.  Because I spent the last 16 years running a nonprofit that helped families leave welfare, these results are not surprising to me.  The Cliff Effect occurs because the various programs created to help low-wage workers are not well coordinated, and all have limited resources that lead to arbitrary cut-offs.  The Cliff Effect is especially pronounced for single parents, who need child care to work, child care that regularly costs over $100 per week per child.  

To see the entire report, go to http://www.wfco.org/documents/COCliffEffect%20FINAL.pdf.  
In Jefferson County, we have recently increased the eligibility for child care assistance and are attempting to provide other assistance to help families affected by the Cliff Effect.  Nevertheless, the Cliff Effect will still affect many Jeffco families, who face very tough choices on the road to self-sufficiency.
Your Turn

I welcome your comments and input.  Contact me at kathy@kathyhartman.org or at khartman@jeffco.us .

