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County Lines – September 2007
Welcome to my periodic newsletter about items of concern to Jefferson County residents. If you received this by forward, and want to subscribe regularly, please go to www.kathyhartman.org. To unsubscribe, reply to this email with ‘unsubscribe’ in the subject line. 

In this issue:

· South Jeffco Town Hall Meeting

· Coffee in Conifer

· FasTracks

· Second Wind Foundation

· Columbine Memorial Dedication

· Protect Yourself from Identity Theft
South Jeffco Town Hall Meeting – Saturday, September 15th, 9-11 am, The Peak Recreation Center – “Development, Land Use, and Transportation Update”
I will be hosting the South Jeffco Town Hall Meeting this Saturday.  I will be joined by Tim Carl, Development and Transportation Director for Jefferson County, to update citizens on development and transportation issues in South Jeffco.  Most of our other South Jeffco elected officials will be busy at other events (including Summerfest – where I’ll be going later), but I will gladly answer any other questions you have regarding the county.
Coffee in Conifer – Saturday, September 22nd, 9 am – Aspen Perk Coffee Shop

Beginning Saturday, September 22nd, and every 4th Saturday thereafter (except November and December) I will be available at the Aspen Perk Coffee Shop from 9-11 am to meet with mountain area citizens.  There will not be a formal agenda – just come and share a cup of coffee.
FasTracks

It is no surprise to anyone who has read a newspaper or watched TV that FasTracks has budget challenges.  Since FasTracks was approved by the voters in 2004, construction costs have skyrocketed, led by double-digit inflation in the costs of concrete and copper.  And so RTD is forced to scale back some of its original projections.
As your Commissioner, I am advocating to protect as much SERVICE as possible.  Service includes both number of trains, frequency of trains, and available parking at rail stations.    As anyone who has ever tried to take light rail from Mineral to downtown during the week knows, parking at light rail stations is often very inadequate.  

RTD is planning to significantly scale back service to the end of line station on the West Line – the station at the Jeffco Government Center in Golden.  The RTD board just voted to scale back service from one train every 5 minutes to one every 15 minutes.  This saves RTD significant funds by allowing them to run a single track, rather than a double track, from the Federal Center to Golden, but means Golden and mountain residents will see significantly reduced service.  I continue to support more frequent service, we continue to negotiate with RTD on alternatives that will meet RTD’s budget needs while preserving service.  
Second Wind Fund Annual Walk/Run – Sunday, September 23rd 
Second Wind Fund was started to decrease the incidence of teen suicide by removing financial and social barriers to treatment for at-risk youth.  In the 2006-2007 school year, the fund provided help for 370 youth, a new record.  It is now accessible to every youth 19 and under in the Denver metro area (Adams, Arapahoe, Broomfield, Denver, Jefferson, and Park counties) and through our affiliates in Boulder, Douglas, El Paso, Mesa, and Teller counties. Referrals are normally made through school counselors, whether at public, private, charter, or choice schools, although youth being home-schooled or no longer attending school are also eligible.

The fund’s annual walk is also the largest youth suicide prevention walk in the nation.  This year Jeanne Ritter, Colorado’s First Lady, will participate.  The walk will begin at 12:30 pm, Sunday, September 23, beginning at Green Mountain High School.  You can register at the Second Wind Fund’s website, http://www.thesecondwindfund.org/.

Columbine Memorial Dedication

Thanks to the unwavering efforts of the Columbine Memorial Committee, $1.5 million dollars has been raised, and a permanent memorial to the victims of the Columbine High School shootings will be dedicated on Friday, September 21st at 4 PM.  Details can be found at the Columbine Memorial Website, http://www.columbinememorial.org/
Protect Yourself from Identity Theft
Jeffco’s District Attorney, Scott Storey, has developed a number of resources to help citizens protect themselves from identity theft.  A few quick tips:

· Don’t put your Social Security number on your checks, and don’t carry your Social Security Card in your wallet or purse

· Carry only one credit card and one or two checks.  Leave the rest at home

· Review your credit report from all three credit agencies annually.  You can get FREE reports annually at https://www.annualcreditreport.com/cra/index.jsp
· Freeze your credit report.   Get details at http://jeffco.us/da/da_T99_R132.htm
Cary Johnson from the DA’s office welcomes opportunities to meet with community groups regarding identity theft.  Contact him at 303-271-6970 or csjohnso@gwgate.jefferson.co.us
Contact me:

I’m always interested in hearing from you.  You can contact me at my personal email, Kathy@kathyhartman.org, or at my county email, khartman@jeffco.us (subject to Colorado Open Records Act).

