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County Lines – October 2007
Welcome to my periodic newsletter about items of concern to Jefferson County residents. If you received this by forward, and want to subscribe regularly, please go to www.kathyhartman.org. To unsubscribe, reply to this email with ‘unsubscribe’ in the subject line. 

In this issue:

· Community Wildfire Mitigation – “We don’t need no stinking gym”

· South Jeffco Town Hall Meeting

· Coffee in Conifer

· October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month
· Elections  - Mail Ballot Only
Community Wildfire Mitigation

In the last two weeks I’ve seen two examples of mountain communities that have come together to make their community safer from wildfire.  The Yegge Mountain Wildfire Mitigation Project was started when several members of a local community on Yegge Mountain attended a wildfire training, and learned that their road – the only road in and out of their community – could be completely engulfed in flames.  This could prevent homeowners from getting out and fire crews from getting in.  They banded together and have spent over 1,000 volunteer hours clearing a 50 foot “fuel break” on both sides of their road.  This involved removing scrub oak, small, over crowded trees, unhealthy trees, and removing limbs on healthy trees up to six feet from the ground.  They teamed with Jefferson County’s Emergency Management Department, which brought in chippers and hired youth from the Colorado Youth Corp to chip the slash removed by the volunteers and take out some heavier trees.  The neighbors all sport tee-shirts that say, “I don’t need a stinking gym,” a testament to how much hard work they put in.  It also brought them together as neighbors – like an old fashioned barn-raising did a century ago on the plains.

Creating a fuel break allows the remaining trees to be healthier, better withstand fire, and keep fires on the ground, not in tree tops where they are harder to fight and spread easily in the wind.  I have since talked to others on Genessee Mountain and Richmond Hill who have also done extensive wildfire mitigation in their neighborhoods 

There is much more information can be found at the Jefferson County Emergency Management website, http://www.jeffco.us/sheriff/sheriff_T62_R191.htm, and the Colorado State Forest Services website, http://csfs.colostate.edu/.  
The experts will tell you that it is not a question of “if” our mountains will burn, only “when.”   If you live in the mountains, check out these resources, and ask your local fire department to evaluate your area.  
South Jeffco Town Hall Meeting – Saturday, October 20th, 9-11 am, The Peak Recreation Center – “Protect Yourself from Identity Theft”
District Attorney Scott Storey will be hosting the South Jeffco Town Hall Meeting Saturday, October 20th. He will be joined by Cary Johnson, who provides a very lively, entertaining, and informative program on protecting yourself from identity theft.  
Coffee in Conifer – Saturday, October 27th, 9 am – Aspen Perk Coffee Shop

Have a cup of coffee or tea with me at the Aspen Perk Coffee Shop from 9-11 am on Saturday, October 27th.  Aspen Perk is located on the Highway 285 service drive just west of the King Soopers at the Aspen Park exit.  The address is 25797 Conifer Rd, map is at: http://maps.google.com/maps?q=25797+Conifer+Rd,+Conifer,+CO+80433,+USA&sa=X&oi=map&ct=title
October is Domestic Violence Month
I am going to take the liberty of quoting Sheriff Mink:
A Message from Sheriff Ted Mink
Domestic violence is a harsh and heartbreaking reality for millions of victims throughout the United States.   According to the National Institute of Justice, one in four women will experience domestic violence in her lifetime.  Domestic violence (DV) may include harassment, stalking, assault, or worse.  The sad truth is that nearly one third of female homicide victims are killed by an intimate partner, according to the FBI.

DV offenders are not only monsters within the confines of their homes.  Research has shown that as many as half of domestic violence offenders commit other crimes outside the home and represent a problem for the entire community.  In the interest of safety and justice for DV victims, as well as safety and quality of life for all residents, the Sheriff’s Office has implemented new methods for handling domestic violence cases.  Because October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month, this month’s column will outline some of those methods and how they can help victims of violence.

Threat Assessment
Today, deputies are trained to better identify the predominant aggressor in a domestic altercation.  Although statistics show that the primary aggressor is usually male, that is not always the case. Sometimes, a single incident does not reveal the “whole story.”  Deputies are trained to dig deeper into the history of each relationship, using threat assessment techniques and research into past police reports.  Today, first responders are better prepared to identify patterns and share information about offenders among the many other criminal justice agencies.  

One of the immediate results of the new training has been a spike in the number of stalking cases identified.  From the beginning of 2007 through the end of August, deputies had identified 27 stalking cases.  In contrast, there were a total of 11 stalking cases in 2006 and eight in 2005.  When deputies are better trained to identify the elements of a crime like stalking, they make arrests that they would not have made in the past.  

Jeffco’s Most Wanted
A few years ago, the Sheriff’s Office revamped its most wanted list.  Today, the list mainly features men and women wanted for DV-related offenses.  The new list reflects the agency’s emphasis on finding and managing violent offenders.

Victim Advocacy
The Sheriff’s Office victim advocates have also changed the way they interact with DV victims.  All DV victims are assigned a victim advocate who offers support in the aftermath of a traumatic incident.  However, where multiple police reports exist, victim advocates invest additional time and effort to contact the victim on an ongoing basis.  The advocate will reach out to check on the victim’s well-being, express concern, or offer resources, with the hope that the victim will someday be ready and willing to escape the abuse.

Resources
The Sheriff’s Office continues to work with victim advocacy groups, counseling centers, shelters and law enforcement agencies to develop the most advanced methods for identification and intervention with violent offenders.  If you or someone you know is in an abusive relationship, there are many resources out there.  For a list of area victim resources, please visit our Web site at www.jeffcosheriff.com or call 303-271-5339.

2007 Elections – Mail Ballot – From Clerk and Recorder Pam Anderson
ELECTION DAY:  TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2007

For the 2007 Election a ballot will be mailed to each active registered voter in Jefferson County.  The mail ballots will be sent out between October 12th through 22nd and will be mailed to the current mailing address on file with the Elections Department.  Included in your packet you will find the following items:  

· Your ballot
· A secrecy sleeve
· A return envelope
· Voter Instructions with Ballot Drop Site Locations
Follow the instructions printed on the ballot and the secrecy sleeve.  Use a black pen to completely fill in the oval next to your selection on the ballot.  Fold the ballot as you received it with the stub exposed.  Place it into your secrecy sleeve, then place the secrecy sleeve (with the ballot enclosed) into the return envelope.  Complete the affirmation on the back then seal the return envelope.
 
You may drop your ballot off at any of our locations or affix adequate postage and place it in the mail.  In order for your ballot to be counted, it must be in the possession of the Elections Department by 7:00 p.m. on Election Day.  
 

Please note:  
• The voter registration cut-off date for this election was October 9, 2007.  
• The last day for inactive voters to activate their voter registration file and receive 
   a mailed ballot is November 2, 2007.

To verify your registration status, please click on the following link:
Registered Voter Search http://jeffco.us/polling_place/index.cfm 

Contact me:

I’m always interested in hearing from you.  You can contact me at my personal email, Kathy@kathyhartman.org, or at my county email, khartman@jeffco.us, or call me at 303-271-8525.
