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County Lines – Subsidizing Developers- March 2009 v2
Welcome to my periodic newsletter about items of concern to Jefferson County residents.  If you received this by forward, and want to subscribe regularly, please click here.  To unsubscribe, see the bottom of this email.  In this issue:
· Hartman Opposes Subsidy of Developer Fees 

· Conifer Coffee 

· Coming in April - "Climate Change and the Role of Renewable Energy.” 

I Oppose Subsidy of Developer Fees
Two recent articles, one in the Courier Newspapers and one in the Denver Post, reported that the fees Jeffco charges to developers only cover 25% of the County's cost to review and supervise the development.  The Courier Headline said, "Commissioners Reject Increased Developer Fees," and then the Post followed up with an interview with Commissioner McCasky that suggested that the Board thinks taxpayer subsidy of 75% of these costs is appropriate.   Both papers only got part of the story.  

The Courier's Headline was misleading.   The Post reporter used the Courier story and then never talked to me.   So this is what really happened, and this is what I believe:

Staff brought a proposal to increase fees for rezoning, building permits, and other fees paid by people who want to develop their property to the Board in a public briefing.  I thought the proposal was inadequate.   It raised fees to levels similar to our neighbors, but then fell further behind in future years.   I asked staff to redo the proposal to both increase current fees and redo the mechanism to increase fees in the future, so that developers pay there fair share.

Once more, for the record, I do not believe our citizens should subsidize developers.  I believe the fees we charge for all development activity should be in line with those charged by our neighboring jurisdictions.

Conifer Coffee - Sat, March 28, Aspen Perk Coffee House - 11 am -1 pm 
Share your concerns and ideas with Kathy.  No agenda - join me for a cup of coffee or tea and whatever you wish to discuss.  Map

Coming in April - "Climate Change and the Role of Renewable Energy"
Dr. Charles Kutscher from the National Renewable Energy Lab will be my guest at the April South Jeffco Town Hall, Saturday, 18th, from 9-11 am at the Peak Recreation Center. 

Dr. Kutscher is a Principal Engineer and Manager of the Thermal Systems Group at the National Renewable Energy Laboratory in Golden, Colorado where he currently leads the research on parabolic trough solar collector systems. He is a Past Chair and a Fellow of the American Solar Energy Society (ASES) and was General Chair of the SOLAR 2006 national solar energy conference held in Denver, which led to the 200-page ASES report, Tackling Climate Change in the U.S., available at http://www.ases.org/climatechange. He is an adjunct professor at the University of Colorado at Boulder, where last fall he developed and taught a course entitled “Climate Change Solutions.” He also writes a monthly column about addressing climate change for SOLAR TODAY magazine. He has given many invited presentations around the country on renewable energy and climate change. He was the keynote speaker for the first “Colorado’s New Energy Economy” Conference in October 2007, and this past January he received the 2008 Governor’s Excellence in Renewable Energy Individual Award. 

I Welcome your Input and Comments: 

Contact me at Kathy@kathyhartman.org or at khartman@jeffco.us (an official County email address – no blatantly political items, please.).  Thanks for your interest.

