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County Lines – Health Forum- March 2009
Welcome to my periodic newsletter about items of concern to Jefferson County residents.  If you received this by forward, and want to subscribe regularly, please click here.  To unsubscribe, see the bottom of this email.  In this issue:
· South Jeffco Town Hall - Health Forum 

· Conifer Coffee 

· Economic Stimulus Affects Jeffco 

· Coming in April - "Climate Change and the Role of Renewable Energy.” 

South Jeffco Town Hall - Health Forum- Sat, Mar 21, 9-11 am, Peak Rec Center
It is out of our collective wisdom and experience that we will identify potential solutions to the many health care challenges that we face. Add your experience to the Health Care Reform discussion.  The West Chamber will host a Health Care Forum at the March South Jeffco Town Hall.  Moderators Cheri Jahn and Pam Feely will lead participants in discussing the major challenges in our current health care system and ideas for improvement.   

Invitees to the Forum include elected officials from the federal, state and local levels, business leaders, educators, healthcare officials, and YOU - members of the Jefferson County community! Commissioner Hartman will share the Forum results with the Colorado Congressional Delegation.

The Forum will address:

1.) Your perception of the biggest problems in the health system

2.) Your ideas for the policy makers to address these problems and find solutions

3.) Collection of additional information and input that could best help you to continue to participate in solutions

Advance registration is required - Visit http://www.westchamber.org/EventsCalendar.asp to register.  
Conifer Coffee - Sat, March 28, Aspen Perk Coffee House - 11 am -1 pm 
Share your concerns and ideas with Kathy.  No agenda - join me for a cup of coffee or tea and whatever you wish to discuss.  Map

Economic Stimulus Affects Jeffco
We are just learning of the many ways the Economic Stimulus package will affect Jefferson County, but a few that we know include:

Transportation Improvements
· I-70 - redo concrete between Kipling and Wadsworth

· Resurface Colfax between Sheridan and Kipling

· Reconstruct C470 bikeway from I-70 to Santa Fe

· Build grade separated intersection at Hwy 285 at Shaffer's Crossing

· Replace traffic signals at Hwy 93 and Hwy 58

 

Forest Health - Jefferson County will be eligible to compete for grants to do fire and bark beetle mitigation in the Urban Wildland Interface - or most of our mountain communities.  These are competitive grants, the terms have not been set yet, so there is no guarantee of any funding.

Human Services
Jefferson County Human Services is responsible for accepting applications for Food Stamps and Medicaid, and for determining who is eligible.  The economic downturn has lead to a 50% increase in applications since last year, but the state had planned to reduce signficantly our funding for the staff necessary to process these applications.  The Economic Recover package includes significant funding to the state for both Medicaid and Food Stamps, which will limit the funding cut the county was expecting, and perhaps eliminate the cut completely.  Details on this are still being discussed by the Colorado Legislature, which has the ultimate authority on the allocation of this funding.


Coming in April - "Climate Change and the Role of Renewable Energy"
Dr. Charles Kutscher from the National Renewable Energy Lab will be my guest at the April South Jeffco Town Hall, Saturday, 18th, from 9-11 am at the Peak Recreation Center. 

Dr. Kutscher is a Principal Engineer and Manager of the Thermal Systems Group at the National Renewable Energy Laboratory in Golden, Colorado where he currently leads the research on parabolic trough solar collector systems. He is a Past Chair and a Fellow of the American Solar Energy Society (ASES) and was General Chair of the SOLAR 2006 national solar energy conference held in Denver, which led to the 200-page ASES report, Tackling Climate Change in the U.S., available at http://www.ases.org/climatechange. He is an adjunct professor at the University of Colorado at Boulder, where last fall he developed and taught a course entitled “Climate Change Solutions.” He also writes a monthly column about addressing climate change for SOLAR TODAY magazine. He has given many invited presentations around the country on renewable energy and climate change. He was the keynote speaker for the first “Colorado’s New Energy Economy” Conference in October 2007, and this past January he received the 2008 Governor’s Excellence in Renewable Energy Individual Award. 

I Welcome your Input and Comments: 

Contact me at Kathy@kathyhartman.org or at khartman@jeffco.us (an official County email address – no blatantly political items, please.).  Thanks for your interest.

