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County Lines – July 2009 - Road Trip Edition 

 

Welcome to my periodic newsletter about items of interest to Jefferson County residents.  If you received this by forward, and want to subscribe regularly, please click here.  To unsubscribe, see the bottom of this email.  In this issue:
· South Jeffco Town Hall and Conifer Coffee CANCELLED 

· Bicyclists and Motorists - Share the Road  

· Transparent Jeffco 

· Jeffco IT Department Wins Awards 

· Recycling comes to Jeffco 

· Annie Oakley and Friends - photo album 

· Events worth your time 

· Buffalo Bill Days - July 22-26 - Parade, music, family activities, car show, and more 

· Conifer Mountain Music Festival - Aug 1st -  live music from local and regional bands on our Main Stage as well as the Conifer Mountain Music Festival Battle Of The Bands on the Alternative/Indie Stage 

· Wheat Ridge Carnation Festival - Aug 13-15 - Fireworks, parade, car show, and more 

· Arvada Harvest Festival - Sept 11-13 - Music Man Theme - Parade and family fun

South Jeffco Town Hall and Conifer Coffee CANCELLED for July

I have family and County obligations that prevent me from hosting my regular South Jeffco Town Hall and Conifer Coffee in July.  See you in August.


Bicyclists and Motorists - Share the Road

Ironic - that is the only way I can describe Friday, July 17th.  I was urging stronger bicyclist protection language in a Colorado Department of Transportation proceeding, while at the same time Bicycle Colorado posted a notice that Jefferson County was seeking legislation to allow counties to ban bicyclists from county roads.  Emails from upset cyclists flooded my Blackberry.  Emails from my fellow commissioners trying to agree on common language for a statement also flew back and forth, all while I am trying to represent the Denver Region at the Statewide Transportation Advisory Committee.

The entire story is long and complex, so I refer those who are interested to my blog:  www.jeffcocommish.blogspot.com

For those who would prefer the readers digest version, I oppose any effort to close county roads to cyclists.  At the same time, I am working with the sheriff's department, highways and transportation, and Bike Jeffco to work out some signs and other items that will improve the safety and reduce conflict in some of our narrow, winding mountain corridors.  And we are talking to a wide range of stakeholders, including Bicycle Colorado, to see if some small changes to state statute will clear up some issues of legal authority.


Transparent Jeffco 
Want to see how your county is spending your tax dollars?   See Transparent Jeffco, a growing section of our county website.   We have posted our checkbook, credit card records, budget, and contracts on-line.   The credit card records are searchable, and the checkbook, budget, and contracts will be within the next few months.  Add to this the on-line video of county hearings (go to http://www.co.jefferson.co.us/transparentgov/search.htm), and you can literally see your government at work.

Jeffco IT Department Wins National Awards


The National Association of Counties is bestowing two awards on Jeffco's Informational Technology Division at its annual conference:

· An award for the Hart Data Resolver Application, which matches property ID numbers and parcel ID numbers with a specific property based on data in property recordings.  The technical explanation of this is way beyond my pay grade, but it makes our property records more searchable, and saved us one full-time employee no longer stuck doing manual searches.

· An award for the training program IT developed to train county employees on a key new financial, payroll, and human resources program implemented in the last year.   The training was available in classroom and on-line, and allowed Jeffco to implement a major software upgrade with no major problems.  Most importantly, everyone got paid! 

Recycling Comes to Jeffco

For years, Jeffco has recycled office paper.  But we haven't done such a great job with cans and bottles.  Thanks to the efforts of our newest Commissioner, Faye Griffin, we now have recycling bins in most office locations across the county.   About time!

Annie Oakley and Friends - a photo album of the Golden Sesquicentennial Parade
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	Kathy as Annie Oakley    
	Jeffco's Commissioners




I Welcome Your Input and Comments

Contact me at Kathy@kathyhartman.org or at khartman@jeffco.us (an official County email address – no blatantly political items, please.).  Thanks for your interest. 
