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County Lines – October 2009 - Election Edition 1 

 

 Welcome to my periodic newsletter about items of interest to Jefferson County residents.  If you received this by forward, and want to subscribe regularly, please click here.  To unsubscribe, see the bottom of this email.  In this issue:
· School Board Candidate Forum 

· City Elections 

· A Nice Hike in the Woods 

· South Jeffco Town Hall - Sat, Oct 17 - District Attorney Presents on Internet Safety 

· Conifer Coffee  - Sat, October 24 

· Commissioner Town Halls 
· Crystal Ball
Election Edition - School Board Elections

Elections?  Is it election time again?  Where are the obnoxious TV commercials?

This may be hard to believe, but some of the most important elections related to your daily life will be happening this year, and you probably will not see a single commercial.  These are city elections and School Board elections.  Both elections will be held by mail ballot;  your ballot will be mailed between October 13th and October 18th, and are due back on November 3rd.

First, a word about School Board elections.  Three of the five Jefferson County School Board members are up for election.  If you have kids in the public schools, you know this is important.  But for the rest of us, it is also important.  I happen to believe the quality of public education has a great deal to do with the quality of a community, and it is reflected in property values.  But even if you don't care about that, take a look at your property tax bill.  Just about half of your property taxes go to schools.

This short notice, but the League of Women Voters is hosting a Candidate Forum Monday, October 5th, at 7 pm at Alameda High School.   And another forum will be hosted Tuesday, October 6th, at 7 pm, at the Jefferson Unitarian Church.  Details on these and on all the candidates is available at http://www.jeffcopublicschools.org/board/boe_election.html

 

City Elections

Arvada, Edgewater, Golden, Lakewood, Littleton, Wheat Ridge, and Westminster are electing City Councilors.  Edgewater, Wheat Ridge, and Westminster are also electing mayors.  Several also have ballot questions. Click on your city name and you will be directed to your city's listing of candidates and candidate information.  (If there is no link, I could not find candidate information on the city website.)  Also, please note that most people with mailing addresses of "Littleton" in Jefferson County DO NOT live in the City of Littleton.  Only those in Trail Mark subdivision are in the City of Littleton.  (The rest the postal area called Littleton is really unincorporated Jefferson County.)

A Nice Hike in the Woods - Apex Park Management Plan

Apex Park, which stretches from Heritage Square in Golden up Lookout Mountain, is one of the oldest and most heavily used Open Space Park in our system. It is easily accessible and because of its steep narrow trails, provides an excellent workout for both hikers and mountain bikers. It boast several distinct ecological areas, making it popular with birders and other naturalists. 

All this popularity has lead to some conflicts, especially with speedy downhill mountain bikers and other slower users. I spent a recent Saturday afternoon in the park, primarily looking for birds. The weather was cool, the fall colors outstanding, and most of the users very respectful and polite. Nevertheless, I made sure to move well off the trail before pulling out my binoculars, as I didn't want to be startled by a rapidly on-coming cyclist.

The potential for conflicts between fast moving mountain bikers and much slower hikers has lead our Open Space staff to conduct a year-long study, including many open meetings, on ways to minimize conflict and maximize safety. They have developed a new park management plan that can be seen at http://www.co.jefferson.co.us/jeffco/openspace_uploads/apex_doc_2009.pdf

For the birders and naturalists out there, I saw lots of bushtits, mountain chickadees, dark-eyed juncos and robins, several magpies, crows, and stellar jays, and at least one Townsend's Solitaire. Clover (my Golden Retriever) spotted a Spotted Towhee and was most unhappy when I would not let her chase it.  We heard a Red Tail Hawk, but never spotted it. 

South Jeffco Town Hall - Sat, Oct 17 - 9-11 am - Internet Safety

The District Attorney will host the next South Jeffco Town Hall on Internet Safety, at the Peak Recreation Center, 6612 S. Ward Road, Littleton.  Keep your children safe from Internet predators, and yourself from internet scams.  

 

Conifer Coffee - Sat, Oct 24, 11 am to 1 pm, Aspen Perk Coffee Shop

I will be back at the Aspen Perk in Conifer Saturday, October 24th from 11 am to 1 pm.  Join me for a cup of coffee or tea - or a great breakfast - and conversation about whatever interests you.  Click here for map.
 
 

Commissioner Town Halls

All three commissioners will host four town halls this fall across the county.  We will be highlighting County activities and give you a chance to weigh in on some key policy questions.  Dates and locations are:

· Tuesday, Oct 20th, Peak Recreation Center - 7:00 to 8:30 pm - note this is a change 

· Thurs, Oct 29th, Belmar Library - 6:30 to 8:00 pm 

· Monday, Nov 2nd, Evergreen Lake House - 7:00 to 8:30 pm 

· Wednesday, Nov 4th, Standley Lake Library - 6:30 to 8:00 pm
 

I Welcome Your Input and Comments

Contact me at Kathy@kathyhartman.org or at khartman@jeffco.us (an official County email address –official business only, please.).  Thanks for your interest. 
