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County Lines – November 2009 - Spiders, Dogs, Budgets 

 

Welcome to my periodic newsletter about items of interest to Jefferson County residents.  If you received this by forward, and want to subscribe regularly, please click here, enter your email address and be sure to page down to select "newsletter" from the available groups.  To unsubscribe, see the bottom of this email.  In this issue:
· November and December Town Halls and Conifer Coffee Canceled 

· Dogs and Spiders 

· Libraries, Human Services, and Budgets 

· More Dogs - a video animal fans will love 

· Thanks
South Jeffco Town Hall CANCELLED November and December

November and December Conifer Coffee CANCELLED

Dogs and Spiders
Our 10-year old German Shepherd was nearly killed by a Brown Recluse Spider bite in the last week.  According to our vet, these bites have become quite common this fall, and so I offer this as a warning.  The Brown Recluse Spider, as its name suggests, generally hides in dark, warm places, which may include dog bedding. Their bite is toxic, and can result in severe damage to surrounding tissues.  In my dog's case, we think she tried to eat one.  An abscess the size of a lemon formed under her tongue, preventing her from eating or drinking.  

Our vet recommends carefully cleaning all pet bedding areas, and in general being on the look-out for spiders moving in for the winter.  For more information go to http://www.brownreclusespider.org/ or, for pets,  http://www.petplace.com/dogs/brown-recluse-spider-bites-in-dogs/page1.aspx 

As for our dog, she is recovering quickly, thanks to a very good vet.

 

More Dogs

This video is compliments of my cousin in Tennessee.  Enjoy.  http://www.youtube.com/profile?user=norcsii#p/u/0/pkPNa4DBFHI

And check out the Cedar4Mayor website - a fundraiser for the new Foothills Animal Shelter.




Libraries, Human Services, and Budgets

I love the Jeffco Library.  I have a library card tag on my key-ring, so I can check out books easily.  I visit our various libraries whenever I am in the area and have time between meetings.  In the last year I have been in every branch, many multiple times.  I know they are busy, well used, and the computer areas are packed.  We need more.  

I also know that this has been a very tough year for many citizens.  Almost everyone knows someone who is struggling.  For me, it is a neighbor who lost a sales management job at Dish Network, and my sister who works in the mortgage business.  "The worst recession since World War II" is not just a news story, it is personal.

We see this daily at our Workforce Center and Human Service Department.  Families receiving Medical and Food Assistance have increased 28% in the last year.  Child care assistance is up 25%.  Workforce Center clients are up 47%.  Child abuse referrals are up 11%.  

Jefferson County has both a moral and a statutory responsibility to help these families.   The price tag for the increased demand is about $1.5 million in County funds.  At the same time, County revenue is flat and expected to decrease in future years, as property tax revenue declines.  So the challenge becomes finding the money to meet our Human Services obligations. 

Within the County we have made a number of cuts.  We have budgeted no money for salary increases for our employees.  We have trimmed capital projects.  We have reduced the replacement fund for Sheriff's vehicles, requiring them to put more mileage one each vehicle before getting a new one.  All of these cuts help keep our operating budget from growing, while at the same time preserving our current level of service for our citizens.  But they didn't provide the funds needed for Human Services.

At this point the choices become:  raise taxes, reduce services, or spend reserves.  I cannot support raising taxes at a time when many citizens are struggling to pay their mortgage.  I did not want to reduce services in other departments, especially because this almost certainly would have required reductions in law enforcement.  Spending reserves has to be approached cautiously, because our future revenue projections remain bleak.

Without boring you with the detail of all our various funds and reserve levels, I will just say that the Library Fund has  a 42% reserve pool  ($12 million), four times greater than county policy.  The Library Board has been very frugal, hoping eventually to expand services.  And while I support future expansion, this year the major concern was funding today's obligations.  So reluctantly, I support reducing the Library mill levy by 0.2 mills ($1.5 million) and increasing the Human Service mill levy by the same amount.  Although final service decisions will be made by the Library Board, they can easily provide the current level of services by dipping into their reserves.   The Board of County Commissioners is urging the Library Board NOT to reduce service, but to use their reserves to maintain the current service level.

We will also restart the Organizational Review Committee, to search for savings in operations and to determine whether or not some County services can be reduced or eliminated to help with future budget issues.  The county budget will remain a challenge for the foreseeable future, and we need to do all we can to make sure we are allocating your money wisely.

Thanks

Despite challenging budgets, I am thankful every day that I am privileged to serve as your County Commissioner.  I am also incredibly thankful to my husband for his support, despite the many night and weekend meetings.  I am a truly blessed person. 
 

I Welcome Your Input and Comments

Contact me at Kathy@kathyhartman.org or at khartman@jeffco.us (an official email address –official business only, please.).  Thanks for your interest.
