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County Lines – In Memory of My Mothers - May, 2008

Welcome to my periodic newsletter about items of concern to Jefferson County residents.  If you received this by forward, and want to subscribe regularly, please click here.  To unsubscribe, see the bottom of this email.  In this issue:

· South Jeffco and Conifer Town Halls 
· Mother’s Day 
· Buckling the Beltway

· Community Plans

· Mental Health Month
· BCC Actions

South Jeffco Town Hall – Legislative Update
Representatives Jim Kerr and Ken Summers will host the next South Jeffco Town Hall, to be held Saturday, May 17th, from  9-11 am at the Peak Recreation Center.  They will do a summary of the legislative session.   I will be out of state at a family memorial
Mountain Area Town Hall – Saturday, May 24th, Aspen Perk

The next Mountain Area Town Hall will be Saturday, May 24th, from 11am to 1 pm at the Aspen Perk Coffee House, on Highway 285 just south of the King Soopers in Aspen Park.  Note the time change.  There is no program – drop in, have some coffee, share your issues, or just visit.

Mother’s Day Remembrance
It has been a difficult year for my husband and me.  In March 2007, my mother passed away after a mercifully short battle with cancer.  In November, we lost my husband’s mother to complications of pneumonia and diabetes.  And in March, my father passed away from complications of Parkinson’s disease.  
Every Mother’s Day commercial has been a new source of sadness.  I seem incapable of writing anything that begins to express my admiration and gratitude for both my mother and my mother-in-law.   Both were strong women who held their families together through many difficult challenges.  
I have not been blessed with children of my own.  I wish to thank all the mothers reading this for your many sacrifices.  It is truly the most important job there is.

Buckling the Beltway

I voted with the majority of the Board of County Commissioners to join Broomfield and Arvada in establishing a Public Highway Authority that will investigate options to complete the beltway from C-470 in Golden to the Northwest Parkway in Broomfield.  The plan I support includes a parkway along Hwy 6 and Hwy 93 through Golden – 4 lane, divided highway, grade-separated intersections (no traffic lights), and 45 mph speed limit.  It would then include a tolled portion from the Golden city limits to the Rocky Mountain Metropolitan Airport (formerly the Jeffco Airport), and an untolled section through Broomfield.  
There has been much discussion and much controversy over this.  I have elaborated my position at length on my blog, http://www.jeffcocommish.blogspot.com/.  There is more information about the proposal at the Beltway to Tomorrow website, http://www.470now.com/index.html.  In fairness to those who oppose the beltway, they also have a website, http://www.gothebetterway.org/Action.htm.  I welcome emails or posts to my blog, and will provide updates as more is known.
Community Plans

Jefferson County has seven community plans, including the Evergreen, South Jeffco., Indian Hills, and Conifer-285 Corridor plans.  These plans all carefully consider how future land use and development will affect our communities.   Developed with much community input, they are designed to direct and maintain the unique qualities and characteristics of the many communities that exist in Jefferson County.

Recently, we have had a number of cases where the Planning Commission and/or the Board of County Commissioners (BCC) have largely ignored the local Community Plan.  In a recent meeting between the Planning Commissioners and the BCC, I commented that I felt the Planning Commission, which approves the Community Plans, should be following them more closely.  It was clear that my opinion was a minority view.  

Which leads me to ask, “Why have a Community Plan if you are not going to use it??  Why ask our planning staff or all those citizens to spend hundreds of hours creating them?  Why post them on our website?   Why give citizens the impression that Jefferson County has specific criterion for future growth and development, if the plan is just going to be ignored?”

I believe these are questions that should be asked of all candidates for County Commissioner.  Two commissioners will be elected this fall.  I encourage you to read your own community plan, available on our website at http://www.jeffco.us/planning/index.htm, and ask the candidates what they think about the plan for your community.
May is Mental Health Awareness Month

Did you know? 
· Depression and anxiety disorders — the two most common mental illnesses —each affect 19 million American adults annually (NIMH, 1999).

· Up to one-half of all visits to primary care physicians are due to conditions that are caused or exacerbated by mental or emotional problems (CFHC, 1998).

· 20% of youth in juvenile justice facilities have a serious emotional disturbance and most have a diagnosable mental disorder. (OJJDP, 2000).

· Late-life depression affects about 6 million adults, but only 10 percent ever receive treatment (NMHA, 1998).
For further information, contact the Jefferson Center for Mental Health Speaker’s Bureau at 303-432-5006 or visit their website at www.jcmh.org
BCC Actions Now on the Web

A weekly newsletter that summarizes the official actions taken by the Board of County Commissioners, BCC Actions, is now available on the web at http://jeffco.us/bcc/bcc_T25_R41.htm.
I Welcome your Input and Comments:

Contact me at Kathy@kathyhartman.org or at khartman@jeffco.us (an official County email address – no blatantly political items, please.).  Thanks for your interest.










