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County Lines – Almost Spring Edition, March 11, 2008

Welcome to my periodic newsletter about items of concern to Jefferson County residents.  If you received this by forward, and want to subscribe regularly, please click here.  To unsubscribe, see the bottom of this email.  In this issue:

· Queen of Last Minute

· South Jeffco and  Conifer Town Halls 
· Elections

· Library District

· Migration Celebration

· Old Slow Mountain Hikers

Queen of Last Minute

I will confess to being the queen of last minute project completion.  As a Commissioner, I am blessed with a staff that gets all our official work done on time.  But this newsletter is my own effort, and like every term paper or grant application I ever wrote, it tends to get done at the absolute last minute.  My apologies to those of you who would have liked more timely notice of the two Town Halls below – I will try to do a better job in the future.    
South Jeffco Town Hall – Featuring Sheriff Ted Mink
The next South Jeffco Town Hall will be held Saturday, March 15th, from 9-11 am at the Peak Recreation Center.  Ted Mink will be our featured guest.   I will not be present, as I will be serving as a delegate to the Jefferson County Democratic Convention.

Mountain Area Town Hall – Saturday, March 22nd, Aspen Perk

The next Mountain Area Town Halls will be Saturday, March 22nd, from 11am to 1 pm at the Aspen Perk Coffee House, on Highway 285 just south of the King Soopers in Aspen Park.  Note the time change.  There is no program – drop in, have some coffee, share your issues, or just visit.

Elections
Colorado’s election systems have been in the news a great deal lately.  Machines decertified, then recertified; legislation requiring a paper ballot option at all polling places;  dueling cost estimates between the Governor’s office and county clerks regarding paper ballots – none of this does much to improve citizen confidence.  I sincerely regret this, as Jefferson County has a tremendous record of providing efficient, accurately counted elections.  Our election systems are always audited by a test ballot ahead of the election, and audited post-election using scientifically based sampling technologies, and no problems have been found.  I’ve spoken to many election judges of both parties, and they have universally said that our system works, and works well.

But, as of this writing, I am not certain how we will be voting this year.  I strongly recommend that everyone sign up to receive a mail ballot.  This will assure that you aren’t standing in long lines as we implement a state-mandated, untested system for the first time in an election with record turnout.  I have seen how those ballots are processed, and I am convinced that the system is impartial and accurate.   If you don’t trust the Post Office to deliver your ballot, you can deliver it yourself.  You can make a copy of it for your assurance.  You can also check on the Clerk and Recorder’s web site to verify that your ballot has been processed, so you can verify that it was counted.  
If you have not already signed up for “permanent mail ballot,” you will be receiving a mailing from the Clerk and Recorder.   The mailing will include a pamphlet explaining how to apply for a mail-in ballot and how to receive ballots by mail for all future elections. Also included will be an easy-to-fill-out application form to become a permanent mail-in voter, and a self-addressed postage-paid envelope for the voter to send the application back to the Clerk and Recorder’s Office.
There are already over 55,000 voters in Jefferson County who have signed up to be permanent mail-in ballot voters.  I am one of them.  I encourage you to become one as well.
Jefferson County Library District

The Board of County Commissioners just (literally 30 minutes ago) held a long hearing on whether the Library should form a special district.  The Library Board and Library Foundation, among others, believe the Library can save about $200,000 per year in administrative costs each year by forming as a special district.   There are some complex financial and legal taxation issues involved with this that make the issue very complicated.  Since the goal of this newsletter is not to cure insomnia, I am not going to try to explain those here.  I simply want to assure everyone that I consider the Jefferson County Library one of the jewels of the county, and that one way or another, I want to find a way to reduce the administrative costs and secure the revenues of the Library.   

In fact, I continue to task staff to find ways to reduce administrative costs throughout the county, so more of your dollars go to support the services you expect.   
Migration Celebration

Spring bird migration is in full swing. Stop by these parks during the times

listed and talk to naturalists who will have pelts, photos, maps, binoculars and a

spotting scope on hand. Learn why your Jefferson County Open Space Parks play

a critical role in the survival of migrating and resident birds and find out what

you can do to help. Registration is not required. All ages welcome.

Stop by anytime between these hours:

· Saturday, April 5, 12 p.m. – 3 p.m. South Valley Park

· Friday, April 11, 3 p.m. – 6 p.m. Matthews/Winters Park

· Sunday, April 13, 12 p.m. – 3 p.m. Matthews/Winters Park

· Wednesday, April 23, 3 p.m. – 6 p.m. Crown Hill Park

· Saturday, May 10, International Migratory Bird Day! 10 a.m. – 1 p.m.

· Crown Hill Park

· Sunday, May 18, 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. Crown Hill Park

Old Slow Mountain Hikers
Many people responded to my prior newsletter about hiking (slowly) a fourteener (an easy one) later this year.  I have added all of you to a separate e-list, but haven’t don’t’ anything else.  A separate email is coming soon.  In the meantime I’m trying to spend regular time on an elevated treadmill to improve my strength and cardiac capacity.  More soon (
I Welcome your Input and Comments:

Contact me at Kathy@kathyhartman.org or at khartman@jeffco.us (an official County email address – no blatantly political items, please.).  Thanks for your interest.

