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County Lines – Celebrate America – July, 2008

Welcome to my periodic newsletter about items of concern to Jefferson County residents.  If you received this by forward, and want to subscribe regularly, please click here.  To unsubscribe, see the bottom of this email.  In this issue:

· South Jeffco and Conifer Town Halls 
· Jeffco Budget Prioritization System Receives National Acclaim

· Jeffco Helps in Alamosa and Weld County
· Run the Rock – 5K Race to Benefit Mountain Resource Center

· Old Slow Mountain Hikers

Celebrate America - Happy 4th of July

I am always amazed at the courage of our founders – to stand up to the most formidable empire of the time – the British Empire – over the right of representation.  I highly recommend David McCollough’s 1776, which paints a tremendous picture of the odds against America, and the grit and determination of our founders.

If you would like to make your own contribution to representative democracy, Jefferson County Clerk and Recorder Pam Anderson is encouraging Jeffco voters to sign up as an election judge.  
“Election judges work at the precinct polling places on Election Day.  They are your neighbors, your friends and the lynchpin of our elections,” said Anderson.  “We’re looking for people who want to play a bigger role beyond the ballot box to assist us in facilitating democracy.”

Jefferson County needs to hire close to 1,000 election judges for the Primary Election on Aug. 12 and up to 1,800 for the Presidential Election on Nov. 4.  The pay is $130-140 a day, depending on duties. Judges must attend a training session to prepare them for Election Day service. 

Applications are being accepted now. Applications are being sent in the mail to registered voters as part of a 2008 voter information card, and are also available at www.votejeffco.com, or by calling (303) 271-8111.  

High School students are encouraged to apply for student election judge positions to gain invaluable experience during the 2008 Presidential Election year. A student judge must be 16 or 17 years of age and a Junior or Senior in a public or private school, or equivalent if home schooled. Participation as a student judge can give students a first-hand look at how elections are conducted.  In some cases, the Student Election Judge Program may be used for community service credit, or as a fundraiser for extracurricular activity groups such as athletic programs or clubs.

For more information, please contact the Clerk and Recorder’s Elections Division at (303) 271-8111. You may also visit www.votejeffco.com for more information.

Jeffco Budget Process gets National Attention

Jefferson County has developed a budget process that is getting national attention – from the International Association of City and County Managers to the National Association of Counties to the .  The process was the lead article in the June issue of Public Management magazine, published by the International City and County Management Association (ICMA).  Click here to read the article.  

South Jeffco Town Hall – Participate in the Budget Process – Saturday, July 19, 9-11, the Peak Recreation Center

Kathy Hartman and County budget staff will lead an interactive exercise where you can participate in establishing priorities, and then see how this connects to the budget at the July South Jeffco Town Hall.  This will be held Saturday, July 19th from 9-11 at the Peak Recreation Center, 6612 South Ward Street, Littleton. 

Mountain Area Town Hall – Saturday, Jul 26th, Aspen Perk, 11-1
The next Mountain Area Town Hall will be Saturday, July 26th, from 11am to 1 pm at the Aspen Perk Coffee House, on Highway 285 just south of the King Soopers in Aspen Park.  There is no program – drop in, have some coffee, share your issues, or just visit.
Jeffco Helps in Emergencies

Jefferson County has regional Incident Management Team (IMT). This type of team is relatively rare in the United States because it is a local, multi-jurisdictional group that trains together quarterly. The team is comprised of over 100 people from 20 different agencies in and around the county, including fire departments, forest service and land management agencies, the Sheriff's Office and other local police departments.  Recently the team served as the incident control group for the water contamination problem in Alamosa, and for the tornado in Windsor.  The team was able to provide significant help to the Alamosa and Windsor communities during a time of crisis, while giving our team valuable real-world training.

Jeffco’s Building Division is also unique in having six FEMA qualified building inspectors.  These inspectors were able to provide significant help to local governments in Northeast Colorado after the recent tornados, in some cases identifying unsafe structures that other officials had thought to be safe.  Our building staff were able to assist local building inspectors in understanding disaster criteria for unsafe buildings, without sacrificing service to our Jeffco residents.

Conversion to Digital TV

Digital television is coming in February, 2009.  People who currently get their television via antenna (whether on the roof or rabbit ears) may need to purchase a digital converter to continue to receive the broadcasts.  The Federal Government is offering a $40 coupon to offset the cost of this equipment.  TV sets manufactured after March of 2007 should have the converter built in.  There are also lots of scams out there – for more accurate information, please go to the Jefferson County website at http://co.jefferson.co.us/da/da_T99_R198.htm.
If you have cable or a satellite dish, you do not need to do anything.  Your system should adjust automatically.

Some residents in our mountain communities, who currently receive broadcast TV, may discover some difficulty with the conversion.  Some who received digital broadcast may find they can no longer get it, especially channels 4,7,9, and 20.  These previously broadcast their digital signal from an antenna downtown, but have switched to an antenna on Lookout Mountain.  In 99% of the cases, according to the antenna operator, your problem can be solved by recalibrating your antenna.  We have more information on this on our website at http://www.co.jefferson.co.us/news/news_item_T3_R1024.htm.
Run the Rock!
Okay all you young, buff runners.  This one is for you.  Mountain Running at its best!  Run the Rocks is one of the few USATF Certified “All Trail” runs in the heart of the Rocky Mountains.  The 5K course takes you on beautiful, challenging jeep trails at an elevation of 8,400 feet, through the pines and aspens at Beaver Ranch Open Space Park in Conifer, Colorado.   Proceeds benefit the Mountain Resource Center, which provides unduplicated basic and essential health and human services for residents in our mountain communities.  To learn more, go to www.rock5k.com
Old Slow Mountain Hikers
Now for those of you who like challenges, but whose knees, hips, legs, or lungs are not up to running.  A group of us – mostly 50ish, some a little older – are planning to hike Mt. Bierstadt on Sunday, August 10th.  If you would like to be part of this, email me at Kathy@kathyhartman.org.  Lots of folks have suggested they are interested, but at last count I had 3 confirmed hikers.   Please let me know if you want to be part of the group.   
Face Book
I am what is known as a “slow adopter” to most new products.  Face Book is one I have avoided for a long time.  (Not as long as one of my fellow county elected officials has avoided email, but that’s another story….)   But I have finally constructed a Face Book entry.  If you are a Face Book enthusiast, ask to become one of my friends, and mention this newsletter in the comments.
Blog

I have made a personal commitment to keep this newsletter bi-partisan and limited to concerns of Jefferson County.  I have tried to make it wide-ranging and informative.  As we move toward the 2008 elections, I’m finding it difficult not to comment on many local, state and national issues.   So I started a blog which makes no pretense at impartiality.  Because I’m also very busy, posts to it are infrequent.  If you are interested, however, take a look at www.jeffcocommish.blogspot.com.
I Welcome your Input and Comments:

Contact me at Kathy@kathyhartman.org or at khartman@jeffco.us (an official County email address – no blatantly political items, please.).  Thanks for your interest.










