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County Lines – January, 2009
Welcome to my periodic newsletter about items of concern to Jefferson County residents.  If you received this by forward, and want to subscribe regularly, please click here.  To unsubscribe, see the bottom of this email.  In this issue:
· South Jeffco Town Hall - Right Mind, Right Job, Surviving and Thriving and in Difficult Economic Times
· Conifer Coffee

· Smart Growth and Economic Downturn

· Protect Your Auto and Home

· Old Slow Mountain Hikers (on Snow Shoes?) 

South Jeffco Town Hall - Right Mind, Right Job - Saturday, January 17th, 9-11 am, Peak Recreation Center
Laid off?   Afraid you might be?  Know someone facing layoff?  

Jeffco's Workforce Center will be presenting, "Right Mind - Right Job - Surviving and Thriving the Job Search in a Down Economy" on Saturday, January 17th, from 9-11 am at the Peak Recreation Center,  6612 S. Ward Street, off Simms south of Coal Mine.   This is free and open to the public.

Conifer Coffee - Saturday, January 24th, 11 am - 1 pm, Aspen Perk Coffee House 

I will be restarting my monthly mountain - area coffees on Saturday, Jan 24th from 11 am to 1 pm at the Aspen Perk Coffee Shop.  Aspen Perk is located just west of  the King Soopers off Highway 285 .  There is no formal agenda.  Stop in, share some coffee or tea, and lets talk about your concerns.
"Smart Growth" and the Economic Downturn
After two years as your County Commissioner, I have spent some time reflecting on the decisions I have made.   It is probably safe to say that I have made at least one decision that has disappointed someone.  The decisions that I find myself most often revisiting in my own head are those that related to economic development – support for the Rooney Valley development, and support for the Jefferson County Parkway.                                                                                           
In both cases I have voted to advance development on what is currently vacant land.  This has led to some disappointment on the part of my environmental friends, and some personal sadness as I consider the green spaces that will someday be filled with office buildings, homes, and retail establishments.  
But I hasten to point out that the land in question, while vacant, IS NOT OPEN SPACE.  In all cases, it is privately owned land, land that Jefferson County’s Open Space program could not possibly afford to buy without at least doubling the current Open Space Sales tax.  And in the case of the Jefferson County Parkway, the land which is planned for development is in the City of Arvada, meaning Jeffco Commissioners have NO AUTHORITY over what are approved land uses.   Further, the developments have been on Arvada’s Master Plan for more than 40 years.  
Had I voted to oppose these developments, nothing would have changed, as mine would have been the lone opposing vote.  Nevertheless, I supported these proposals because they will include substantial office and commercial development.  Ideally, much of the New Energy Economy will find its headquarters here.  Without the Parkway, and without the rezoning of the Rooney Valley, the land would still develop, but the development would be primarily residential.  And given the tax structure in Colorado, where businesses pay three times the property taxes that residences do, mostly residential development is a long-term financial drag on the county, our fire protection services, and on the school district.
Some people have called these developments “sprawl.”  They would prefer to see all this development in places like Belmar.  Frankly, so would I, but those that provide the financing for such developments don’t agree.  Consider Belmar.  It required a large piece of land under single ownership (the former Villa Italia Mall), urban renewal financing (meaning we won’t receive the added tax values for 25 years to come), and still Belmar is primarily residential and retail.  Office space is a very small part of the development.  There certainly isn’t corporate headquarters level space at Belmar.  To do this in some other area – say along West Colfax – would require accumulating property from potentially hundreds of separate owners, and  redoing all the water, sewer, electrical, and IT  infrastructure.  Even using Urban Renewal Financing, the cost of this is simply prohibitive.
So, if the corporate headquarters for the New Energy Economy isn’t in the Rooney Valley or along the Jefferson Parkway, it will go somewhere else where large acreage is easy to assemble – perhaps near Erie along I-25 or along E470 in Arapahoe or Douglas County.  Now I ask you – which is worse sprawl?  And if the offices of the New Energy Economy go to Adams, Arapahoe, and Douglas Counties, so do their tax base and their jobs.  
In the midst of lots of bad economic news, Colorado and Jefferson County should fare better than most of the country.  Colorado is the fifth fastest growing state in the nation, and that is likely to continue.  I know a number of people who wish all this growth would stop, but I encourage them to take a look at my home state, Michigan.  It has the lowest growth rate in the country - negative growth  - and the unemployment levels, government cutbacks, and overall economic malaise there are severe.  I would much rather be making the tough decisions needed to shape “smart growth” than the far tougher decisions caused by negative growth. 

Protect Your Auto and Home

This is a reminder from the sheriff.  How long is it safe to leave your car warming up in your driveway?  5 minutes?  3 minutes?

No Minutes.  Car thefts are up, and primarily these are cars that were left running with the keys in them, outside the home or daycare or coffee shop.  In cold weather, thieves look for "puffers," cars with visible exhaust and no one in the car.  They are a quick and easy theft.  Not only can you lose your car, but your garage door opener is likely to be taken, then used to clean out your garage at a later time.  Also, don't leave any valuables in a locked car, especially if you are going for a long hike or bike ride.  Take your ID and cash with you, leave everything else at home.  We have had and increase in "smash and grabs" at Open Space parking lots,where thieves anticipate that owners will be gone for extended periods of time.  

I encourage you to take our Crime Prevention Quiz at http://www.jeffco.us/sheriff/sheriff_T62_R256.htm 

Old Slow Mountain Hikers (on Snow Shoes) 

I would like to schedule an easy snow shoe outing for Saturday, January 31st.  Probably at White Ranch Park, depending on weather.  Final decisions will be made on Friday, Jan 30 in the evening, when I know what the weather is like.  If you are interested, please email me at kathy@kathyhartman.org and ask to be put on the "hikers" email list.

I Welcome your Input and Comments:
Contact me at Kathy@kathyhartman.org or at khartman@jeffco.us (an official County email address – no blatantly political items, please.).  Thanks for your interest.
 

