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County Lines – New Year Edition, January 18, 2008

Welcome to my periodic newsletter about items of concern to Jefferson County residents.  If you received this by forward, and want to subscribe regularly, please click here.  To unsubscribe, see the bottom of this email.  In this issue:

· South Jeffco and  Conifer Town Halls Resume

· Caucuses

· Voting Dilemma

South Jeffco Town Hall – Cancelled for January

I was a little slow at getting arrangements made for space and program, so there will be no January Town Hall in South Jeffco.  

We will be meeting at the Peak Recreation Center the 3rd Saturday of each month beginning in February.  Preliminary plans are for our local members of the state legislature will give us a legislative preview at the February 16th meeting.  There will be another newsletter with details in early February  

Mountain Area Town Hall – Saturday, January 26th, Aspen Perk

I will begin the Mountain Area Town Halls Saturday, January 26th at the Aspen Perk Coffee House, on Highway 285 just south of the King Soopers in Aspen Park.  There is no program – drop in, have some coffee, share your issues, or just visit.

Public Comment

The Board of County Commissioners just elected me as their Chairman, and one of my first acts was to bring public comment back to the first part of the agenda for every meeting.  We meet every Tuesday morning beginning at 9 am.  You are welcome to attend and to provide input on any county activity.  Generally, 3 minutes will be allowed for each person who wishes to make a comment.

Presidential Caucuses

The Colorado Caucuses will be held on Tuesday, February 5th – so-called super-Tuesday, because so many states are holding caucuses or primaries on that day.

To participate in the caucuses, you must be registered as either a Democrat or a Republican.  You can check your registration at this website: http://www.sos.state.co.us/Voter/voterHome.do.  This will also give you your precinct number, which you need to locate your caucus.

Information on Caucus locations is available from your county party.  Democrats should go to jeffcodems.org, page down to the bottom of the page, and click on “For a list of caucus locations, click here.

Republicans should go to http://www.jeffcogop.com/, and click on the caucus location banner on the right side of the page.

Whichever party you belong to, be sure to attend.  You will meet many of your neighbors, have a chance to participate in a truly democratic process, and be part of history.  

For those of you who are registered as independents, it is too late to choose a party for the caucuses.  But you have until July 14th to register with a party to participate in the Primary Election.  By then, presidential candidates will probably be decided, but both parties will have some lively contests for US Congress and some local elections. 

Election Equipment

As of this writing, all of Jefferson County’s election equipment has been decertified by the Secretary of State.  Our Clerk and Recorder, Pam Anderson, is challenging this decertification, as all of our pre and post testing and auditing of our equipment have convinced us that our elections have been recorded accurately.  Because of the short time before the August 12th primary, we are not certain we can get our equipment approved, and we cannot afford $14 million to buy new equipment, especially since the Federal Government may make more changes to election law that invalidate any equipment we purchase at this time.  So we may be advocating for an all mail ballot this year.

You can get the most recent information on our election issues from the Clerk and Recorder’s website, http://www.jeffco.us/elections/index.htm.

I Welcome your Input and Comments:

Contact me at Kathy@kathyhartman.org or at khartman@jeffco.us (an official County email address – no blatantly political items, please.).  Thanks for your interest.

