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County Lines – Coyotes and Campaigns - Feb 2009 v2
Welcome to my periodic newsletter about items of concern to Jefferson County residents.  If you received this by forward, and want to subscribe regularly, please click here.  To unsubscribe, see the bottom of this email.  In this issue:
· We Had an Election at My House 
· Feb South Jeffco Town Hall - Water 

· March South Jeffco Town Hall - Health Care - What do You Think? 

· Feb Conifer Coffee CANCELLED 

· Living with Coyotes 

· Feeding Many - Community Fruit Orchard 

· Updated Blog Posts

We Had an Election at My House
My husband has voted.  Despite facing four more years of dinners alone, weekends involved with community meetings, and generally not seeing much of me, my husband is actively supporting me in running for a second term as your County Commissioner.  

This newsletter will continue to be a source of information about county issues and activities.  It will also list campaign events and opportunities to contribute and volunteer.   If you are receiving this newsletter through a public server (Jeffco employees, I am talking to you), please go here and change your address to a personal email.  I will be deleting all obvious public email addresses in the next few weeks.  

If you would like to volunteer to help on the campaign, please email me at kathy@kathyhartman.org.  

 

South Jeffco Town Hall - Water Issues - Sat, Feb 21, 9-11 am, Peak Rec Center
Water in Colorado... when the snow pack is deep why is there a concern over water?  Representative Ken Summers is hosting this discussion of a crucial Colorado resource.  Jennifer Gimble from the Department of Natural Resources will be the speaker.  Join us at the Peak Recreation Center, 6612 S. Ward Road.  For a map, click here.


We Want Your Input on Health Care Reform - Saturday, March 21st, 9-11 am - Co-hosted by the West Chamber
It is out of our collective wisdom and experience that we will identify potential solutions to the many health care challenges that we face. The Forum will be co-moderated by the Colorado Democratic Business Coalition—Former State Representative Cheri Jahn and Chair Pam Feely.  Invitees to the Forum include elected officials from the federal, state and local levels, business leaders, educators, healthcare officials, and YOU - members of the Jefferson County community! Commissioner Hartman will share the Forum results with the Colorado Congressional Delegation.

The Forum will address:

1.) Your perception of the biggest problems in the health system

2.) Your ideas for the policy makers to address these problems and find solutions

3.) Collection of additional information and input that could best help you to continue to participate in solutions

Advance registration is required - Visit http://www.westchamber.org/EventsCalendar.asp to register.  
February Conifer Coffee is CANCELLED 

 

Living with Coyotes
Coyotes have been in the news lately, because of attacks on humans and pets.  Although coyotes have been living in the urban area for as long as we have been here, unfortunate contacts between coyotes and humans appear to be on the increase.  I had the opportunity to spend a day at a seminar hosted by the Division of Wildlife on Living with Coyotes, and wish to share some of what I learned. 

        Why Are They Here?
    Residential areas provide habitat for coyotes.  Plentiful food sources exist, including mice, rabbits, and voles.   These small animals feed on birdseed, berries and garbage, which are commonly found and easily accessible.  Shelter and water can be found in landscaped parks and yards.  Space is plentiful throughout parks, trails, and natural areas.  As coyotes adapted to the presence of humans, they have lost their natural fear of us.

Protecting your Pet - Cats
    The only way to guarantee your cat's safety is to keep it indoors.  Outdoor cats also face potential death from cars, diseases, foxes, parasites, dogs, and birds of prey like owls.  

Protecting your Pet - Dogs
· Always supervise your pet outside, especially at dawn and dusk 

· Keep your dog on a short leash while recreating - avoid retractible leashes 

· Do not allow your dog to play or interact with a coyote 

· If possible, pick up your dog when coyotes are visible 

· Avoid potential den sites and thick vegitation

Discourage a Coyote's Approach
· Be as big an loud as possible 

· Wave your arms, clap, and throw objects 

· Do not run away from or turn your back on a coyote

Teach your Children
· Never approach wild animals or dogs you do not know 

· If a coyote approaches you, wave your arms, stomp your feet, and tell it loudly to GO AWAY 

· Call for help 

· If the animal doesn't leave, back away slowly and walk out of the area, keeping the animal in your sight

Can we Make them Leave?
    Coyotes have adapted to neighborhoods because our environment supports them.  Populations may fluctuate, but coyotes probably won't leave.  Eradication programs in North American cities have proven to be expensive failures.  Those coyotes that are not killed simply breed more.  (Coyotes are the only species that did not suffer large declines during the time that there were bounties for killing them.  Bears, wolves, beavers were nearly eradicated - not coyotes.)   As long as they have food, water, and places to den, they will live among us.  Coyotes are quick learners, and consistent negative experiences (shouting, throwing things at them) can teach them to avoid people.

Most of the material above has come from publications by the Division of Wildlife.   To learn more, please go to   http://wildlife.state.co.us/WildlifeSpecies/LivingWithWildlife/Mammals/CoyoteCountry.htm
 

Feeding Many - Community Fruit Orchard in South Jeffco 
A community fruit orchard is being planned for Jefferson County residents at 5890 S. Alkire Street, on the corner of Alkire and Bowles just east of C-470.  Volunteers are needed to help build fencing, plant fruit trees, and operate the garden, which will provide fresh produce for area food banks.  A groundbreaking ceremony will be held on Saturday, April 25th, at 9 am.  For more information go to www.feedingmany.org. 

Blog Update 
After several month of neglect, I have begun posting on my blog again.  Because years ago I worked in the financial industry, I have lots of personal insight into the current economic situation.  I welcome your attention and comments at http://www.jeffcocommish.blogspot.com/

I Welcome your Input and Comments:
Contact me at Kathy@kathyhartman.org or at khartman@jeffco.us (an official County email address – no blatantly political items, please.).  Thanks for your interest.

 
















