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County Lines – February, 2008

Welcome to my periodic newsletter about items of concern to Jefferson County residents.  If you received this by forward, and want to subscribe regularly, please click here.  To unsubscribe, see the bottom of this email.  In this issue:

· Political Blog

· South Jeffco and Conifer Town Halls 

· Pine Beetles and Fire Mitigation

· Boards and Commissions

· Old Slow Mountain Hikers

· Rush Soccer
Political Blog

I have used this newsletter to communicate to all interested Jeffco citizens, and have deliberately not commented on political issues.  As the election season heats up, I am finding that increasingly difficult.  So I have started a separate blog, Jeffco Commish.  You can see my opinions about the Presidential candidates, and more as I have time to post, and you can comment on my posts, all at www.jeffcocommish.blogspot.com.
South Jeffco Town Hall – Sat, Feb 16 - Legislative Update

South Jeffco Town Halls will restart Saturday, February 16th at the Peak Recreation Center at 9 am.   We will focus on a legislative update.  Our local legislators can offer what they consider the highlights, and county elected officials will offer their comments on key legislation that affects county operations.  We also want your input on what you think is important.  
Mountain Area Town Hall – Saturday, February 22nd, Aspen Perk – 11 am
Join me for a cup of coffee and some lively discussion at the Aspen Perk Coffee House, on 285 just west of the Aspen Park King Soopers, Saturday, February 22nd.  NOTE – we will be starting at 11 am, as I have an earlier conflict.
Pine Beetles and Fire Mitigation
Have you been across the Continental Divide in the last year?  The view coming out of the tunnel is stunning – acres and acres of red-brown trees.  These are primarily Lodgepole pines that are dying from a mountain pine beetle infestation.  The pine beetles have crossed the Continental Divide, and have already infected some trees in Jefferson County.  

Jeffco is somewhat more fortunate than our mountain neighbors, in that our mountains have more Ponderosa pines and firs, which are somewhat more resistant to bark beetles, and fewer Lodgepole Pines.  We also have fewer densely packed stands of Lodgepole, which are most susceptible to the pine beetle.  Nevertheless, we will have significant damage from the pine beetle.
Dying trees increase the fire hazard, at least until they loose all their needles.  Once they drop their needles, nature takes over and starts rebuilding.   Wildflowers, shrubs, and new trees start growing once the shade of the former tree is gone.  Woodpeckers, owls, nuthatches, and many other birds make their homes in the tree. 

Mountain residents can do the following to help minimize beetle kill and mitigate wildfire risk:

· Survey your trees every year, watching for “pitch holes” that are signs of beetle infestation.   Infested trees should be removed (don’t wait for it to turn red – by then it’s already dead and the beetles have moved on).
· Spraying can help protect trees, but can be expensive.

· Thinning dense forest stands, especially around roads, will lead to healthier trees that can better resist beetles, and will provide a more defensible space in the event of fire.

· Visit the Colorado State Forest Service website at http://csfs.colostate.edu/takingcare.htm for a wealth of information on beetles, wildfire, and forest health
Serve on a County Board or Commission

Jeffco is seeking interested citizens to serve on a wide range of boards and commissions that provide input and oversight to a wide range of County activities.  We will have vacancies this year on Boards that include:

· Planning Commission
· Open Space Advisory Committee

· Developmental Disabilities Resource Center Board
· Board of Adjustment

· County Cultural Council.   

To see a complete list of Boards vacancies, a description of each Board’s duties, and an application, go to:  http://www.jeffco.us/bcc/bcc_T25_R6.htm.
Old Slow Mountain Hikers

I love hiking in the mountains and climbing easy 14ers.  I am also slow.  Part of this is “wingspan.”  At 4 feet, 10 inches tall, my stride is shorter than most.  I’m also 57, and although in pretty good shape, not ready for a marathon.

I’m looking for a few others who are interested in planning to hike a 14er this summer.   I’d like to plan for a weekday – maybe a Monday – in August, when it isn’t quite so crowded.  Perhaps we can even get in an occasional hike at one of Jeffco’s great Open Space parks.  If you are interested in joining me, email me at Kathy@kathyhartman.org.
Colorado Rush Soccer

The Colorado Rush Soccer organization has provided positive activities for youth and adults throughout the metro area, and has also helped collect soccer equipment to be distributed by our troops in Iraq.  They are holding a Wine Tasting fundraiser Saturday, Feb 8th at the Pinehurst Country Club.  For more information, go to:  http://www.coloradorush.com/home.php?layout=1920
I Welcome your Input and Comments:

Contact me at Kathy@kathyhartman.org or at khartman@jeffco.us (an official County email address – no blatantly political items, please.).  Thanks for your interest.

