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County Lines – Holiday Edition, December 2, 2007

Welcome to my periodic newsletter about items of concern to Jefferson County residents.  If you received this by forward, and want to subscribe regularly, please click here.  To unsubscribe, see the bottom of this email.  In this issue:

· Happy Holidays

· Help a Child

· Freshman Commissioner of the Year

· Budget

· Snow

Happy Hanukkah, Merry Christmas, Happy Kwanza, or Season’s Greetings

I am a fan of holidays, of celebrating the joys of family and friends, of celebrating the sacred in life, and also celebrating the freedom of religion guaranteed in our Constitution.   As the 1st Amendment to the U.S. Constitution states, 

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religionm or prohibiting the free exercise thereof;  or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press, or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

I grew up in a multi-religious family – my mother Catholic and my father a tepid Episcopalian.  I attended 12 years of Catholic school, where I learned two contradictory messages:

· Catholicism was the one true religion

· We must practise religious tolerance

Because my father was not a Catholic, I was drawn to the second message.  I have since married into a Jewish family, further broadening my belief in religious tolerance.

So this time of year I am happy to celebrate all of the great religious traditions.  (Okay, I’m a little late for Ramadan.)  I love Christmas lights and carols, am happy to join in the Hanukkah candle lighting, yet respect the views of those who believe in none of the above.   I hope that whatever you celebrate, that this season is a time of joy and that we all have a happy, safe, and prosperous New Year,

Help a Child this Holiday Season

Whatever else you may believe about the holidays, there is little doubt that they are a stressful time for parents of young children, especially parents that are already having trouble paying the bills.  How do you explain to your 4-year-old that Santa can’t afford to come to your house?

There are many ways you can help this holiday season.  One that I particularly like involves my former nonprofit, Stride, which helps homeless and low-income families become self-sufficient.  You can provide a gift for one child or a whole family.  Contact Sabrina Andrade at 303-271-3580 or sabrinaa@stride-co.org if you want to help.

Freshman Commissioner of the Year

I am honored to announce that Colorado Counties Inc.(CCI), an association representing County Commissioners throughout the state, has named me the “Freshman Commissioner of the Year.”  I am especially pleased that I was nominated twice, first by Jefferson County’s executive staff, and secondly by the incoming President of CCI.  I am grateful to my fellow commissioners, who helped me learn the job and trusted me to represent Jeffco at CCI.  I also grateful to our staff and other Jeffco elected officials, who have helped me learn enough to represent Jefferson County well and faithfully.

Budget

In earlier newsletters, I identified that Jefferson County is facing some significant budget challenges this year.  For the last several years, Jeffco’s General Fund expenditures have exceeded its revenues, resulting in spending our fund balance – or savings account.  In 2002 we had a General Fund Balance of $90 million; today, that balance is closer to $20 million, and had we continued the trend, we would have spent $12 million more than we earned this year.

Clearly, that is not sustainable.  So we asked a Citizen’s Panel and several inter-county committees to make recommendations, which have resulted in a $12 million reduction in General Fund Expenses.  (We have several other funds, like the Library or Open Space, which have a dedicated income source and are not subject to these cuts.)  Much of this has been born by our employees, who are paying more for their health insurance and are losing county match in one retirement program.  Many departments are also seeing either frozen salaries, frozen positions, or both.  We are making cuts nearly everywhere, except in programs with a separate voter-approved funding source.

I am also hearing complaints from a wide range of citizens whose favorite program is facing reductons.  I am happy to discuss the situation with anyone, but the reality is that we have no easy answers.  We can’t raise revenues without a vote of the people, and we can’t dip any deeper into our reserves.   So we are cutting. 

We are trying to make sure that services to citizens are not seriously impacted, but there is no way we can make this level of cut without consequences.   We may lose key employees to other cities or counties with more revenue.   We will charge more for some services.   We aren’t paving any new roads this year.  And we don’t have a way to pay for new courtrooms for the five new judges we are getting over the next four years.   

County government is primarily dependent on property taxes – they account for nearly 2/3rds of our General Fund.  If the current problems in the mortgage market lead to downturns in county-wide property values, we could face more cuts after the next assessment cycle, in 2009.  We will be meeting with the Citizen’s Budget Review Panel again in 2008 to consider capital construction needs that we are not currently funding (like the courtrooms noted above), as well as what the future may hold.

Snow

Hopefully, this winter will bring less snow than last.  Nevertheless, it is inevitable that snow will fall, and Jeffco’s Road and Bridge crew are gearing up for it.  

If you live in one of Jeffco’s cities – Arvada, Edgewater, Golden, Lakewood, Wheat Ridge, Westminster – your city is responsible for snow removal.  If you live in unincorporated Jeffco, then Jeffco’s Road and Bridge department is responsible.  Below I have listed the local Road and Bridge shops and their phone numbers.   If you have a SNOW EMERGENCY situation, call the Sheriff.  Only the Sheriff has the authority to designate a situation an emergency.  Otherwise, call the closest Road and Bridge shop – all the numbers are below.

North District

· Golden Gate Canyon – 303-271-5214
· Coal Creek Shop – 303-271-5245

South District – 303-271-5219

Evergreen District

· Evergreen Shop - Lewis Road – 303-271-5249

· Indian Hills – 303-271-5247

· Lookout Mountain – 303-271-5248

Shaffers District

· Shaffers Shop – Pine – 303-271-5243

· Critchel Shop –Pleasant Park Road – 303-271-5246

· Buffalo Creek Shop – 303-271-5243

I Welcome your Input and Comments:

Contact me at Kathy@kathyhartman.org or at khartman@jeffco.us (an official County email address – no blatantly political items, please.).  Thanks for your interest.
