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County Lines – Dog Days - August 2008 

 

Welcome to my periodic newsletter about items of concern to Jefferson County residents.  If you received this by forward, and want to subscribe regularly, please click .   In this issue: 
· South Jeffco and Conifer Town Halls 
· Primary Election Day - Tuesday, August 12th 
· Table Mountain Animal Center Update 
· Upgrades to Matthews-Winters Park 
· Old Slow Mountain Hikers 

South Jeffco Town Hall, Saturday, Aug 16th, 9-11 am
Because we have gotten to the dog days of summer, I have not put together an agenda for this town hall.  This means you can come and tell me about whatever is of concern to you.  It will be my turn to listen.  This will be held Saturday, Aug 16th from 9-11 at the Peak Recreation Center , 6612 South Ward Street , Littleton . 

Mountain Area Town Hall – Saturday, Aug 23rd, Aspen Perk, 11am-1pm
The next Mountain Area Town Hall will be Saturday, Aug 23rd, from 11am to 1 pm at the Aspen Perk Coffee House, on Highway 285 just south of the King Soopers in Aspen Park .  There is no program – drop in, have some coffee, share your issues, or just visit.

Primary Election, Tuesday August 12th
The Primary Election will be held on Tuesday, August 12th.  If you have a mail ballot that you haven't mailed yet, you can drop it off.  To find drop off locations, click  here . 
If you plan to vote at the polls, you can get polling locations by clicking here.  If you are an unaffiliated voter, you must declare a party affiliation to vote in the primary.  You can go to your polling place and declare an affiliation on the day of the election.
If you are interested in election results, the Clerk and Recorder has invested in a new, online reporting system.  You can find election returns at www.votejeffco.us 
Table Mountain Animal Center Update
In the dog days of summer, an update on our shelter for lost and unwanted dogs (and cats and rabbits and other animals) seems appropriate.  The Jefferson County Commissioners have made a commitment in principle, which will be voted on formally at our meeting on September 12th, to provide $3 million dollars of general fund dollars towards the construction of a new, state of the art Table Mountain Animal Center to be located at the Jefferson County Fairgrounds.  Fees from dog licenses will be bonded to provide another $3 million.  The Table Mountain Animal Foundation has begun a capital campaign to raise the remaining funds - around $3 million, that will be needed to complete the facility.  We hope to break ground on the new facility in the 1st quarter of 2009.
In the meantime, Table Mountain continues to shelter lost animals, host an on-line lost and found, and provide low-cost spay and neuter services.  Visit their on-line list of adoptable animals at www.tablemountainanimals.org.
Matthews-Winter Park Upgrades
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	Located just southwest of I-70 and Morrison Road, Matthews-Winter Park is one of Jeffco Open Space's most used parks.  It recently got several significant upgrades, including new parking, a handicapped accessible connection to the picnic area, and a new bikers-only trail (which now makes another trail hikers only).  Commissioner McCasky and I cut the ribbon on the new improvements a few weeks ago.   I nearly missed the ribbon cutting because I took an early morning hike before it, got distracted by some birds I was trying to identify, and almost didn't make it back to the trailhead on time!  It's a great park that connects to the Red Rocks park, with outstanding vistas, lots of wildlife, and trail connections to Red Rocks park.  For more park information, click here.

	Kathy coming off the trail to participate in the official opening
	
	


Old Slow Mountain Hikers
The Mt. Bierstadt hike will be history before many of you read this.  On Sunday, August 10th a small group of older, slower, but persistent hikers will be meeting at 6 am at the Wooly Mammoth parking lot near I-70 and Morrison Road to carpool to the trailhead of Mt. Bierstadt.
Many readers have expressed interest in going, but couldn't manage this specific date.  I plan to organize one more hike before the high country gets snowed in, probably on a 13er.  Not quite so much altitude, lots fewer people, perhaps some trail navigation issues because of the lower use.  If you are interested in participating in that or other future hikes, please email me at kathy@kathyhartman.org.  Ask to be added to my "hikers" email group. 
I Welcome your Input and Comments:
Contact me at Kathy@kathyhartman.org or at khartman@jeffco.us (an official County email address – no blatantly political items, please.).  Thanks for your interest.

